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The Pastorôs Pen 
 

ñTHANKS   GIVINGò 

 
 Yes, it is the time of the year again, where we cook more food that we can possibly eat , but try our 

best to stuff as much food as we can for Thanksgiving.  It is also the time of the year we begin to go crazy 

listing the items that we want for Christmas and trying to buy our children, family members, and friends the 

best Christmas gift we can.  Even though this seems to be the norm year after year, I want to offer an alter-

native for you. 

 The word THANKSGIVING is made up of two very important words.  ñTHANKSò and  ñGIVINGò.  

These two words seem to be lost in our society these days.  I know my parents had to tell me several times 

growing up to say, ñthank youò and  remind me over and over again that ñit is better to give than  

receive.ò  My parents knew this was important for me so that I would grow up and be thankful for what I 

have and be willing to give what I can to help others. 

 We all know someone who is struggling financially during this difficult economy and I am reminded 

on a regular basis of the needs of this community through HELP Ministries and our Good Samaritanôs Fund.  

However, we as a church have an opportunity to share the Love of Christ with these people and remind them 

that God will always love them.   

 At the end of the Gospel of John, Jesus reminds Peter three times to take care of His sheep and feed 

His sheep.  Everything we have is a blessing from God and we should be so grateful of that blessing that we 

want to share it with others.  Allow God to work through you this Thanksgiving and make it an action of 

GIVING THANKS in Jesus name.    

          In  Christ, 

  John 15:5       Pastor Mike Carr  

Sat. Dec. 10th 
Parsonage Open House Christmas Party 

5 - 7pm 

Come drop in for Refreshments 

Sun. Dec. 11th 
Christmas Caroling to Shut-Ins 

3 - 5pm 

*Everyone invited to come and sing. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Sat. Dec. 17th 
 

 Birthday Party for Jesus (Childrenôs Event)   Youth Christmas Party 

      10:30 - 12:30pm - Fellowship Hall    6-8pm @ The Parsonage 

       Snack Lunch, Cake, Ice Cream, and Games 

Sun. Dec. 18th 
Christmas Cantata  

6pm 

Refreshments afterwards 



6:30 - 7:30pm   - Bring your Bible and willingness to learn. 

Nov. 2, 9, 16, 30 

What a great opportunity we have for you to grow as a disciple of 

Jesus Christ!  Accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior is the 

beginning of the journey, but there still is a journey ahead. 
 

Come be a part of the Journey as we Grow as Disciples! 

What is Charge Conference? 
 

On Thursday, Nov. 10 @7pm we will gather together with two other Methodist Churches 

(Wesleyôs Chapel & Shiloh) to worship together and share what God is doing in our ministries.  

 I am really excited about hearing what they are doing and sharing all of the exciting things going 

on here at Troutman 1st UMC.  Everyone is invited to come.   

 For Charge Conference, we had to establish goals for the next 4 years, relating to Church 

Membership, Professions of Faith, Worship Attendance, Number of Mission Teams, Number of 

People involved in those Mission Teams, and the Number of Disciple Making Small Groups. 
 

 

      Goal  Goal  Goal  Goal  Goal 

    Current 2011  2012  2013  2014  2015 

Church Membership 240  208  200  220  240  260 

Profession of Faith  6    6  5  5  5 

Worship Attendance 95  100  110  120  130  140 

# of Mission Teams 4  1  5  6  7  8 

# of People Involved 28    35  45  55  65 

# of Disciple Making 4    5  6  7  8 

       Small Groups      

Growing as a Disciple - Wednesday Nights 

WOMEN IN MISSION NEWS 

The ñMarysò group will meet on Tuesday, November 8th at 10:00am in the fellowship hall.  Pastor Mike will 

have the program.  Please join us! 

 The ñMarthasò group will meet on Wednesday, November 9th at 10:30am at the home of Patty Wilson.   

 We invite all women in the church to come to our group meetings and participate in our events.   

We need fresh ideas and the desire to help others.   

You will be welcomed with open arms as a ñsister in Christò and a ñkingdom workerò. 

 

 Please come to our Thanksgiving bake sale on Tuesday, November 22nd from 9:30 ï 12noon.  We will set up 

at the south corner of the Food Lion store.  Cakes, pies, cookies, and other goodies will be available for 

your  holiday desserts!  We also need your contributions of baked goods to sell!   

Thank you for your support in being able to reach out to those in need in our community. 

 Tuesday, December 6th will be the annual Christmas luncheon.  We will gather in the fellowship hall at 

11:30am . This year our meal will be catered by Debbieôs Heavenly Touch.  The cost will be $10.25 per     

person.  Please make your reservation soon!  Again, all women in the church are invited!  

MISSION OPPORTUNITY FOR THE MONTH 
 

Thanksgiving Can Food Drive 
 

Collecting Can Food for HELP Ministries and some for our churchôs food pantry. 

Please, bring cans to church Nov. 6 through Nov. 20. 

You can put the cans on the pews that are to the side of the pulpit in the front. 
 

*Cans will be delivered to HELP Ministries before Thanksgiving. 
 

THERE WILL ALSO BE A BOX IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR ñTOYS FOR TOTSò 



 

Youth Spiritual  

Camping Retreat 

to Lake Norman  

State Park. 
It was a great weekend 

with a lot of fun. 
 

 The devotions were about PRAYER. 
 

We talked about How to Pray, When to Pray, and Where to Pray. 

Prayer is the way we develop our relationship with God.  

Upcoming Youth Events 

Youth Sunday School 

Class 

     

Every Sunday @9:45am 

 

 3rd Floor Classroom 

Pastor Mike will be teaching 

the class. 

Matheson ñMattieò Williams 

attending 

Tennessee University 

 

Residence Hall 521 

2117 Andy Holt Ave. 

Knoxville, TN 37916 

Youth Fellowship  
 

Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27  @6pm 
 

Come, Bring Your Friends!  

Saturday, December 17th 

6-8pm 

Youth Christmas Party at the Parsonage 

245 Wesley Street 
 

The only thing you need to bring is spare 

change to be donated to charities  

the youth select. 

Consider  

sending her  

a card or  

a package!  

The Island we 

walked to on 

the Lake. 

Really Cool! Eating!!! 

Pancake Mix All Smiles Cooking Bacon Pancakes 
Boys Peeling Carrots? 

Sitting Around the Fire 



Praise God!   
 

We had around 300 people come to 

the Hay Maze and Trunk or Treat. 
 

Serving as a Spiritual Connection 

in the  

Troutman Community. 

 

Trunk or Treat, Hay Maze, & Games 

Thank you to everyone who 

helped from Hay Maze to 

trunks, to  

refreshments. 
 

It was GREAT! 


